Phase II study of cyclophosphamide (C), epirubicin (E), oncovin (O), prednisone (P), methotrexate (M) + leucovorin and bleomycin (B) (CEOP-MB) in intermediate and high grade non-Hodgkin lymphomas.
Thirty-five patients with non-Hodgkin lymphoma of intermediate or high-grade histology were treated with cyclophosphamide, epirubicin, vincristine, prednisone, methotrexate plus leucovorin and bleomycin (CEOP-MB). The complete response rate was 66%. The relapse rate of these complete responders was 39%. After a median follow-up of 3 years the median duration of complete response was 23 months and the median survival of the complete responders 52 months. The median survival of the entire group was 35.5 months. The toxicity was acceptable with no cases of congestive heart failure and no toxic deaths. Epirubicin appears to have a better therapeutic index than doxorubicin in aggressive treatment protocols in advanced non-Hodgkin lymphomas.